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Welcome to the third Webinar of 2008 brought to 

you by:

Chemical Policy 101 & Californiaôs Green 
Chemistry Initiative

Presenter : Ken Zarker (WA Department of Ecology)

Presenter: Don Owens (CA Green Chemistry Initiative) 

Call in Number: (616) 883-8055 Access code: 212-821-467

Please Note: Attendees will not be able to speak to the 
presenter or to other attendees; 

Questions should be submitted using the ñquestion and answerò box located in your panel 
anytime during the course of the presentation. After ~30 minutes, Ken will field some 
questions for about 10 minutes. Don will answer  questions at the conclusion of the 

presentation. 

When submitting your question, please include the name of your organization. [i.e., 
Arizona DEQ ïWill this presentation be available online?] Your name will automatically 

appear on the organizerôs screen, but not your organization. 

Having technical difficulties? Call technical support at 1-800-263-6317 and press 2. 

The Western Regional 
Pollution Prevention 
Network (WRPPN) 

Pacific Northwest Pollution 
Prevention Resource Center 
(PPRC)
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ca. 80,000

chemicals in 

commerce Source: Dr. Terry Collins
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Why is our concern for kids increasing?

ÅHigh rates of developmentally related diseases
ïChildren 6ï17 years of age: learning disabilities (11.5%), 

ADHD (8.8%), behavioral problems (6.3%) 

ïPreschoolers: speech problems (5.8%), developmental 
delay (3.2%)

ïOne in 200 children with autism

ï41% of parents had concerns about learning difficulties and 
36% about depression or anxiety

ÅCosts in US estimated at $81.5 - 167 billion/yr
ÅEstimate attributed to environment - $4.6 to 18.4 billion/yr

Ref: Blanchard et al. Pediatrics 2006;117;1202-1212 (National Survey of Childrenôs Health)

Ref: Muir and Zegarac. EHP December 2001.

Ref: Landrigan et al. EHP July 2002.
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Transformational Change

We cannot wait 70 years to deal with 

the endocrine disruptors as we did 

with lead, and we canôt afford to deal 

with them one by one ð they are 

simply too hazardous!

Dr. Terry Collins

Carnegie-Mellon University
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Emerging States Chemicals Policy Framework

ÅBan toxic chemicals (flame retardants/phthalates)

ÅMove away from ñchemical by chemicalò approach.

ÅProactive to address global chemicals policy. 

ÅCollaboration & focus on high priority chemicals.

ÅSafer Chemical Alternatives.

ÅGreen Chemistry Innovation & Economic Opportunity
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Not That 

Innocent

A COMPARATIVE 

ANALYSIS OF 

CANADIAN, 

EUROPEAN UNION

AND UNITED STATES 

POLICIES ON 

INDUSTRIAL 

CHEMICALS

RICHARD A. DENISON, 

PH.D.

Environmental Defense 

USA, in cooperation 

with Pollution Probe

April 2007

Report available at www.environmentaldefense.org/chempolicyreport


